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The Art of Fire                          
By Jimmy Pike  
 
This is both a book of art and a first-hand account of desert people’s 
understanding and use of fire in inland Australia.   
 
The author, a renowned artist from the Great Sandy Desert, shows, 
through his minimalist drawings and compact, vivid descriptions, how 
desert people make fire and when and why they burn.   
 
Deceptively simple, this little book is packed with knowledge. It will 
appeal to art lovers as well as to scientists and others interested in the 
traditional uses of fire. The gorgeous design and brief text make it 
accessible to young readers as well.  
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